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The PARCC Assessment of ELA/Literacy 



PARCC Assessment Focus 

The PARCC Assessment System will assess: 

 

• Writing 

• Reading 

• Mathematics 

 



The PARCC Assessment Design 
English Language Arts/Literacy and Mathematics, Grades 3-11 

End-of-Year  
Assessment 
•Innovative, computer-
based items 
•Required 
 

Performance-Based 
Assessment (PBA) 

•Extended tasks 
•Applications of 
concepts and skills 
•Required 

Diagnostic Assessment 
• Early indicator of 
student knowledge 
and skills to inform 
instruction, supports, 
and PD 
•Non-summative 

Speaking And Listening 
Assessment 

•Locally scored 
•Non-summative, required 

2 Optional Assessments/Flexible Administration 

  Mid-Year 
Assessment 
•Performance-based 
•Emphasis on hard-to-
measure standards 
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PARCC Summative Administration  

 

 

Summative PBA End of Year 

Days to Test: 10 day window 
75% into SY 

10 day window 
90% into SY 

ELA /Literacy 
Sessions Per 
Student: 

3 sessions 
ELA/Literacy 

2 sessions 
ELA/Literacy 

Math Sessions 
Per Student: 

2 sessions  
Math 

2 sessions  
Math 

Total Sessions 
Per Student: 

5 Sessions 4 Sessions 



 

 

PARCC Student Reporting of ELA/Literacy 



Claims Driving Design: ELA/Literacy 

Students are on-track or ready for college and careers  

Students read and comprehend a 
range of sufficiently complex texts 

independently 

 

Reading 
Literature 

RL.X.1-10 

Reading 
Informational 

Text 

RI.X.1-10 and 
Reading 
Literacy 

Standards 

Vocabulary 
Interpretation 

and Use 

RL/RI.X.4 and 
L.X. 4-6 

Students write 
effectively when using 

and/or analyzing 
sources.  

Written 
Expression 

W.X.1-10 and 
Disciplinary 

Writing 
Standards 

Conventions 
and 

Knowledge 
of Language 

L.X.1.-3 

Students 
build and 
present 

knowledge 
through 

research and 
the 

integration, 
comparison, 

and synthesis 
of ideas. 



College-and Career-Ready Determination Policy 

 PARCC will have 5 achievement levels or Performance Level Descriptors 
(PLDs). In order to earn and maintain a College- and Career-Ready 
Determination in mathematics and ELA/Literacy, a student will need to 
achieve at least the threshold score for Level 4. 

 

PARCC Policy Level PLDs     Current SBA PLDs 

• Level 5 “Distinguished Command”  Advanced 

• Level 4 “Strong Command”    Proficient 

• Level 3 “Moderate Command”   Nearing Proficiency 

• Level 2 “Partial Command”    Beginning Step 

• Level 1 “Minimal Command” 

 



 

 

 

The PARCC Assessment of ELA/Literacy 



ECD is a deliberate and systematic approach to assessment development that 
will help to establish the validity of the assessments, increase the 

comparability of year-to year results, and increase efficiencies/reduce costs. 

Evidence-Centered Design (ECD) and 
PARCC 

Claims 

Design begins with 
the inferences 
(claims) we want to 
make about 
students 

Evidence 

In order to support 
claims, we must 
gather evidence 

Task Models 

Tasks are designed 
to elicit specific 
evidence from 
students in support 
of claims 



Claims Driving Design: ELA/Literacy 

Students are on-track or ready for college and careers  

Students read and comprehend a 
range of sufficiently complex texts 

independently 

 

Reading 
Literature 

RL.X.1-10 

Reading 
Informational 

Text 

RI.X.1-10 and 
Reading 
Literacy 

Standards 

Vocabulary 
Interpretation 

and Use 

RL/RI.X.4 and 
L.X. 4-6 

Students write 
effectively when using 

and/or analyzing 
sources.  

Written 
Expression 

W.X.1-10 and 
Disciplinary 

Writing 
Standards 

Conventions 
and 

Knowledge 
of Language 

L.X.1.-3 

Students 
build and 
present 

knowledge 
through 

research and 
the 

integration, 
comparison, 

and synthesis 
of ideas. 



 

Two standards are always in play—whether they 
be reading or writing items, selected-response 
or constructed-response items on any one of the 
four components of PARCC. They are: 

 

 Reading Standard One (Use of Evidence)  

 Reading Standard Ten (Complex Texts) 

Woven Throughout the ELA/Literacy Assessment 
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ELA/Literacy Assessment Design 
•The Performance Based 
Assessment consist of 3 Tasks 

•Narrative 
•Literary 
•Research Simulation 

 
•Within the entire assessment, 
there are 3 items types: 

1. Evidenced Based Selected       
Response (EBSR) 
2. Technology-Enhanced 
Constructed Response (TECR) 
3. Prose Constructed 
Responses  (PCR) 

 
 

 



Word Count Guidelines 

Grade Band Min/Max Passage Length for Literary 
and Informational Text/Literary Non-

Fiction 

 
3-5 

 
200-800 words 

 
6-8 

 
400-1,000 words 

 
9-11 

 
500-1,500 words 



Evidenced-Based Selected Response (EBSR) 

•Student will get a 
selected response 
question with a Part A 

 

• Part B will have them 
identify how they got 
to Part A 

 

•75% of items will be 
comprised of EBSR 

 

•Appears in PBA & EOY 



Technology Enhanced Constructed 
Response (TECR) 

•A machine scorable item 
 
•Not just a selected response; 
rather it may involve: 

-drop/drag 
  -cut/paste 
 
•Appears on PBA & EOY 
 
•25% of items 
 
 



Drag the words from the word box into the correct locations on 

the graphic to show the life cycle of a butterfly as described in 

“How Animals Live.” 

Words:   

 

Grade 3 Technology Enhanced Constructed 
Response Item (TECR) 
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Pupa Adult 

Egg Larva 



When Do Students Write? 
Prose Constructed Responses  
(PCR) 
 
•1 PCR within the Literary 
Analysis Task 
 
•1 PCR within Narrative Task 
 
•1 PCRs within the Research 
Simulation Task which are 
related 

 
 

 

1 PCR 1 PCR 

1 PCRS 

NO PCRS 



 

College –and Career-Ready Determination 
(CCRD)  for PARCC Students 



College-and Career-Ready Determination Policy 

One of PARCC’s primary objectives: 

 “ Students who earn a College-and Career-Ready Determination 

(CCR-D) and are admitted to two- or four-year public 
institutions of higher education will be exempted from having to 
take and pass placement tests designed to determine whether 
they are academically prepared to enter directly into entry-
level, credit-bearing courses in ELA/literacy, mathematics, and 
technical courses requiring college-level  reading, writing, or 
mathematics skills. “ 

 
(Adopted by PARCC Governing Board October 2012) 

 



College-and Career-Ready Determination Policy 

When /How do students earn a CCR-D? 

Mathematics 

– Students will earn CCR-D in math by completing Algebra 
2/Math III assessments, which includes additional PBA 
items reflecting “securely held knowledge” from A1/M1 
and G/M2, with a minimum of a Level 4  

–  (Approved at December 2012 Governing Board Meeting) 

ELA/Literacy 

– Students will earn CCR-D in ELA/Literacy by completing 
Grade 11 ELA/Literacy Assessment with a minimum of a 
Level 4. 

 



 

 

PARCC Resources 



www.parcconline.org 



Research and Narrative 
Writing tasks appear  

in each module 

Students then write about 
these texts either  

to express an opinion/ 
make an argument 

 or  
to inform/explain 



New PARCC Resources: June 2013 

• PARCC Evidence Tables: 

– Will provide the evidence statements that are 
assessed under each claim and sub-claim 

– These statements are the standards “unpacked” 



Evidence Table Draft 

PARCC will make Evidence Tables available in June 
2013 



PARCC Accommodations 

PARCC Accommodations:  (Will there be accommodations for testing? ) 

• PARCC will allow for reading access accommodations for a small number of 
students who have a disability that prevents them from being able to decode 
text and/or who are blind or visually impaired and unable to read Braille. 

 
 

PARCC DRAFT Accommodations Manual to be released June 2013 

 



NMPED Technology Framework 

•PED will provide 
Technology Guidelines 
for schools/districts 
 
•Districts will be able to 
assess their device gaps 
 

 
 



New Mexico Technology Purchase 
Considerations 

• The PED recommends a 5:1 student to 
computer ratio for PARCC assessments 

 

• The PED advises schools to purchase new 
technology based on instructional need/use, 
rather than “purchasing for assessment.” 
– Rationale: PARCC requirements should follow consumer 

demand/expectations  



The New Mexico Educator Leader Cadre:  
A team of K-16 educators becoming experts in CCSS & PARCC 



PED PARCC Interactive Timeline 



PED PARCC Updates 

• PED PARCC Website with Interactive Timeline 

http://ped.state.nm.us/ped/NMPARCCIndex-a.html 

 

 

• CCSS Professional Development RFP Vendor TBA 

 

 

http://ped.state.nm.us/ped/NMPARCCIndex-a.html
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