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FAMILY ENGAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE 

L E A D  B Y  G A Y E  G R O N L U N D  

New Mexico 
Early Learning Guidelines 

“JOYFUL ENGAGEMENT:  
LEARNING TOGETHER WITH 

FAMILIES” 
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C O M M I T T E E  P R E S E N T E R S :  
K AT H Y C O O M B S ,  J A N E T  G A G L I A N O ,  C A R O LY N  N E W M A N ,  
B A J I  R A N K I N ,  A N D  K AT H L E E N  R E A G A N  

New Mexico Early Learning Guidelines 

�  Purposes for the NM ELGs that reference families include: 
 

They are meant to encourage early childhood professionals 
to recognize, understand and respect the impact of 
diversity in family culture, language, learning styles, 
abilities, and rates of development as they make decisions 
regarding individual learning and progress. (p. 5) 
 
Support parent engagement, professional development, 
training and technical assistance regarding the learning 
and development of children from birth through 
kindergarten age. (p. 6) 
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New Mexico Early Learning Guidelines 

�  Some recommended uses of the NMELGs: 
 

   To help understand the complexities, progression   
   and inter-relatedness of learning and development  
   for young children over time. (p. 7) 
 

   To communicate effectively with parents and family   
   members about their child’s development. (p.10) 

Knowing individual children and their 
families is essential. 
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New Mexico Early Learning Guidelines 

�  The NM ELGs were designed to be used for the benefit of 
children and families.  7 of 11 Guiding Principles that 
focus on family include: 

 

¡  All children are respected as competent and unique individuals 
¡  Development occurs in the context of relationships 
¡  Learning experiences begin with family 
¡  The context of family and community culture influences every aspect 

of development 
¡  Valuing children’s home language is vital to their development 
¡  Young children learn by doing.  Play and active learning are the best 

strategies to enhance young children’s development 
¡  The information gained through authentic observational assessment 

related to the guidelines is used to inform parents and plan 
individualized curriculum activities and strategies to help each child 
grow and develop. (pp. 11-16) 
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NMELG Family Engagement Committee 

�  Committee members 
 

¡ Represent all areas of the state 
¡ Represent higher education, childcare program 

directors and educators, NMAEYC, statewide 
Training and Technical Assistance Programs,  
and FOCUS Programs. 

¡ Incorporated feedback from “Parent” colleagues 
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NMELG Family Engagement Committee 

�  Committee tasks: 
 

¡  Develop materials to inform family members  
about the NMELGs 

¡  Develop materials that can be used by family members to 
support the growth and development of their children 

¡  Develop a “Family Engagement Packet” with additional 
information and resources. The packet will support efforts 
by early care educators to partner with family members and 
work toward  Joyful Family Engagement. 

All documents are paired with 
 “Guidelines for Using…”  
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Guidelines for Using Materials 

�  Purpose of materials 
¡  Partner with families 

�  What Teachers Can Do with These Materials 
¡  Recommendations on distribution 
¡  Integration into program orientations 
¡  Post on program website 
¡  Integration into family conferences 

�  Recommendations for printing 
�  References  www.newmexicokids.org for 

additional information 
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Family Engagement Packet 

Joyful Engagement: 
Learning Together with Families 

 

Two goals at the center of all family engagement 
activities: 
1.  To support each family’s efforts to raise a 

happy, healthy child 
2.  To invite them into meaningful participation 

in the early childhood program in which their 
child is enrolled 
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Joyful Engagement: 
Learning Together with Families 

�  Family Member Voice and Educator’s Voice 
¡  Both perspectives are important and valued 

�  General Information and  
Communication Tips 

�  Tips, Strategies, Ideas and Tools for 
Building Partnerships with Families 

13 

�  Spending Time with Families 
¡  Welcoming Families to Your Program 
¡  Family Participation in the Program Day 
¡  Family Participation at Home 

�  Sharing Information with Families 
¡  Daily Reports 
¡  On-going Communication Strategies 
¡  Sharing the New Mexico Early Learning Guidelines 

with Families 
¡  Family Events 
¡  Home Visiting Considerations 
¡  Family/Teacher Conferencing Strategies 

Joyful Engagement: 
Learning Together with Families 
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NMELG Family Engagement Committee 

�  Materials have been well received at trainings 
�  Next steps 

¡  Post documents on NewMexicoKids website 
¡  Finalize Joyful Engagement document and post 
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